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DISCOURSE 


|  Micar vi. 9. 
The Lord's voice crieth unto the city, and the man 5 
wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name: Hear ye the rod, and 
who hath appointed it. 


Truzss words, in the firſt inſtance, were directed 


to the Jews, who had forſaken their God, and 


deſpiſed his ordinances; and, therefore, as the laſt 
reſource, the Moſt High, by ſevere correction, was 
to bring them to a ſenſe of their guilt. 


TE Lord's voice crieth unto the city;” that 
is, the judgments of the Almighty are viſible in 


the land of Iſrael; and, more particularly, in Jeru- 
ſalem, or Samaria, the chief cities belonging to that 


nation. 


Ap the man of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name; 


| that i is, every perſon poſſeſſed of genuine I 
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of religion ſhall perceive, that theſe judgments pro- 


ceed from the Lord for ſome juſt and neceſſary 


purpoſe; and, that ſufficient cauſe has Deng given 
for _ the rod of correction, FH 


H EAR ye the rod, and who hath appointed it;“ 
that is, conſider the improvement ye ſhould make 


of theſe judgments, ſeeing they are manifeſtly exe- 


cuted by the King of kings. 


TRE Divine government of the Jewiſh nation is 
very fully related in ſcripture, for our inſtruction. 


Whenever we, as a nation, are in ſimilar circym- 
ſtances, we may expect a ſimilar treatment. The 
words of our text, which, in the firſt inſtance, were 


addreſſed to the Jews, may, with equal-propriety, 
be addreſſed to us, and to the other ion of 


Europe, if in a ſimilar ſituation. 


1. Let us conſider, < whether the Lord's voice, 


at this moment, is not crying to us and to the other 
nations of Europe!” + 


II. < Whether the man of wiſdom may not ſee 


his name?” or, in other words, whether the man 


poſſeſſed of ſound religious principles, may not 
perceive the juſtice and neceflity of the preſent 


correQion, which we receive from our er 
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ut; 66 How: ak we hear- 1 rod, and, SY 
bath appointed it? or, in other words, what im- 
provement ſhould we make of the preſent chaſtiſe- 


ment, which it hath pleaſed the Mob High to bring 


upon the mens, 


5 1. 5 not t 66 n crying, at this mo- 

ment, to the nations of Europe? — May they not 
plainly ſee the rod of carregrinn waving over their 
| heads?” | 


| Tas Gems God bai 1 nations, i in this life, 


either by the $WoRD—by FAMINE—or by PESTI+ 


LENCE. Theſe are conſidered as rods in the hand 


of the Almighty, with which he chaſtiſes the na- 
tions. Indeed the ſword is the chief rod, and the 


other two are frequently conſequences of the firſt, 


For, if the ſword be long unſheathed, a famine. is 


neceſſarily produced in that country, which is the 
ſeat of war; and peſtilence is the neceſſary conſe. 
quence of great famine. 


Tnar the nations of Europe are now, and have 


been, for ſome time paſt, ſuffering by the ſword, 
every one in this country muſt well know. Indeed, 
as the Combined Powers are ſo numerous, and each 


of them contribute only a ſmall number, in propor- 


tion to the extent of their dominions, they, as na- 


tions, cannot ſuffer ſo much as that unhappy coun- 


try 


* WTF 3 57 
* FE 


. Yar eve 9 ET ee obey 8 S 
a 8 W * r e 7 
5. 
N BVV 


A * 
38 
2 


2 
rh 


PLAN 2 be 


7 
2 


try againſt which they wage war, and to which, in 
a, particular manner, the Lord's voice crieth in 


judgment. Though that nation, againſt whom we 


have drawn the ſword, muſt, and aQually does, 
feel the calamities of war more awfully than we 


and the other nations; yet, both we and our Allies 


muſt conſider the preſent war in the light of Divine 


correction. We conclude, then, that the Lord's 


voice, in a particular manner, cries to the French 
nation, and alſo to us, and to the other nations of 


Europe. The Lord's arm is Aedeg out 3.76 
© feel the effects of his hot 1 ft 


2 11. Let us now ah « Whether the man of 


wiſdom, whether perſons of ſound religious prin- 
ciples, ma 
preſent correction, with which the Parent of the uni- 
verſe is at preſent viſiting the nations.“ 


We may diſcover from the hiſtory of the Divine 
government of the nations of the world, as recorded 


in the ſacred ſcriptures, that the King of Kings uni- 


formly n, 1 


1. : Fon Infidelity. 


2. Fon deſpifing the 12 — ag er 
and, in a particular manner, for the profanation of 
bis holy Sabbath. 


3. Fox 


may not ſee the juſtice and neceſſity of the 
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4. Bok deſpiſing the loving kinduith of the Lord, 
| | aa dans with our happy ſituation. _ 
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ö I. Trar nation, which denies the only living 
and true God, <A expect Divine chaſtiſement. 5 


* Tavis: ſpeak the words of inſpiration : : The 
8 hand of our God is upon all them for good that 
| - * ſeek him; but his power and his wrath is againſt 
« all them that for/ake him.” —* And the deſtruQtion | 
ce of the tranſgreſſor and the ſinner ſhall be toge - 
« ther, and they that forſake the Lord thall be 
ce conſumed. —« Many nations ſhall paſs by this 
« city, and they ſhall ſay every man to his neigh- 
| ce bour, wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto 
| e this great city Then they ſhall anſwer, becauſe 
they have ee the © covenant t of the Lord their 
"T4 God.“ IE [i+ i 7 | 
Ir is well known, that the Rulers of the French 
nation, with whom we are at preſent engaged in 
war, have publicly declared that they believe in no 


3 


. 
- Lony” VERULAM obſerves, © That the fools” in 
David's days faid in their heart, there is no God; 
© but the fools in my days,” obſerves his Lordſhip, 
do not ſcruple to ſay it with their lips alſo.” It has 
been reſerved, however, to our times, to hear this 
blaſphemy publicly declared to the world, by per- 
ſons who have uſurped the Government, and ſtyle 
themſelves the Legiſlators of a great nation. We 
may then fairly conclude, if there be truth in the 
facred ſcriptures, that the rod of Divine vengeance 


ſhall be moſt ſeverely applied to theſe Blaſphemers. 


Bur, can the other nations of Europe plead not 
_ guilty? —They cannot.—I ſhall confine my obſerva- 
tions to the kingdom of Great Britain. Though 
the perſons, who are intruſted with the reins of 
Government, in this country, may not, by public 
decrees, attempt to aboliſh the belief of the Great 
God: Though we have, at this time, a Monarch, 
who, to a ſound faith, joins alſo a pious conduQ:— 
Though both our Monarch and Miniſters give all 
encouragement to the Teachers of heavenly truth; 
yet we muſt lament, that, of late, Deiſm, and even 
Atheiſm, have made rapid advances among me. 
higher ranks of ſociety. "Nay, it is even faid, that 

Atheiſtical principles have crept into our ſeminaries 
of learning; and that there are public Teachers of 


youth, who take dabolical pains to infuſe into the 
C40. | | tender 
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AS). 
tender minds of their ſtudents, the deſtructive prin- 
ciples of a Hume and Voltaire.—It Would appear 
that modern Atheiſm and Republican ne 8⁰ 
hand in hand. 
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Von moe of j innocence, wha take dint to 


ſow the ſeeds of impiety in the minds gf youth, and 
receive diabolical pleaſure, in beholding the rank 
growth of the baneful weeds you jhave:;planted, 
what muſt be your lot?=-If there be a place of, mi- 


ſery in the next world more horrible than another, 


ye Seducers of innocence, ye ſhall be conſigned to 
it—At your entrance into that place of horror, you 
ſhall, meet with the miſerable victims, wholg ſouls 


you ſacrificed to gratify your hideous depravity— 


Then you muft endure their almoſt e 
reproaches.—* There comes, they will ſay, 
Traitor, who, firſt puſhed, us into thaſe _— 


* impiety, which have led us to this place of miſery, 


_ © Seize him, ye fiends, drag him to your darkeſt 
dungeon. — There comes the Seducer, who firſt 


taught us to ſcoff at religion, to laugh at piety, 


* and to boaſt in protanity and infidelity. Lay hold 
of him, tormentors, apply your choiceſt tortures— 
Where now, Deceiver, are the prejudices, of edu- 
cation, the dreams of enthuſiaſm, and the ſuper- 
© ſtition „5 ignorance ?—Prag him, Je N to 
1 his place of tor ment, dia os 
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( 10 ) 
Dis ux, and even Atheiſm, have become too fa- 
ſhionable among the young and diſſipated of a cer- 


tain rank; ſo that it is not by any means uncommon 


to meet with young men of faſhion, poſſeſſed of the 
moſt amiable diſpoſitions, who, at the ſame time, 
would bluſh'to be thought religious N ay, yon may, 
with indignation, even hear the filly xop opening 
hib elfeminate lips in blaſphemy, and retailing the 
ſcepticiſm and irreligion, which he has heard from 
others, and which he even does not underſtand. 


THERE is but too much truth in one aſſertion, 
contained in that abſurd and unprincipled ſpeech, 
which was delivered by a perſon of high rank, in 
an auguſt Aſſembly; namely, That perſons of high 
rank and literature firſt diſſeminated infidelity and 
© licentiouſneſs among the lower orders of the 


French. — The fact then is, that, at this moment, 


A great number, in this nation, of fuperior-rank, 
appear, by their conduct, to favour Atheiſtical prin- 
ciples.—Do not we, then, as a nation, deſerve cor- 
rection? The man of wiſdom muſt ſay, we do. We 
have received it in part; and, if we do not repent, 
the rod will be laid on with yet greater e 


2. THE u deſpiſing, or 3 of che "IDE 


inſtitutions of the Great God, and, particularly 


the profanation of his holy Sabbath, muſt call down 


his judgments upon any! nation. 
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Tar Leaders of the French nation have Jenjed 
the God who made them; and, as a neceſſary con- 
ſequence, they have aboliſhed his worſhip. They 
applauded thoſe abandoned prieſts, who renounced 
their baptiſm and religion. They have, by a public 
decree, aboliſhed the obſervance of the holy Sab- 
bath. Theſe facts are publiſhed-by themſelves, and 
cannot be contradicted by their abandoned aduurers 

in this ney 


INDEED, after obſerving the univerſal odium, 
which the abolition of religious worſhip excited 
through the nations of Europe; Roberſpierre, the 
moſt abandoned of an abandoned Aſſembly of blaſ- 
phemous wretches, ſeemed to condemn the raſhnelſs 
of that impious decree. But eyery perſon, poſſeſſed 
of religious principles, muſt ſee through his thin 
covering: Every perſon of common ſenſe muſt 
perceive, that his ſpeech, on this ſubject, is the 
moſt abominable 880 and only meant to 
amuſe. ß gal, 1 


Now, all who are acquainted with the ſacred 
oracles, muſt know, that the nations of the world 
are threatened with ſevere correction, whenever they 
notoriouſly deſpiſe the ordinances of the Moſt High; 
and, in a particular manner, the almighty arm of 
the Lord of Hoſts is ſtretched-out againſt thoſe, who 
profane his Sabbath. What awful chaſtiſement, 

3 + then, 


that we have great reaſon to fear, that the rod 


(7.3 2 ) 
then, mult that nation receive, which, by a public 
decree, has aboliſhed its obſervance. 5 


Bur, my Seay while we judge our 
neighbours, let us ſeriouſly confider, whether we, 
as a nation, are innocent? Religious worſhip, is, 
in this country, defended by the civil Government. 


The chutches are, indeed, open on the firſt day of 


the week, to all who chooſe to attend, and we have 
a Monarch, who ſets the glorious example to his 
ſubjects of regular attendance. 


Akt there not, however, multitudes of all ranks, 
who habitually neglect, and virtually deſpiſe all the 
ordinances of the goſpel; and, in a particular man- 
ner, the holy Sabbath: and, it muſt be obſerved, 
that the perſons, who are moſt guilty of this ne- 
gle@, in this kingdom, are, on the one hand, the 
higheſt, and on the other, the loweſt and moſt 
worthleſs of ſociety. It is indeed a fact, a melan- 
choly fact, and, though it ſhould be thought a 


libel, it muſt be told, that the higheſt, on the one 


hand, and the moſt worthleſs of the loweſt claſs of 
mankind, on the other, are the moſt negligent in 
their attendance upon divine worſhip. Conſider, 


my countrymen, how the Sabbath of the Lord is 


ſpent by multitudes of theſe two claſſes of the in- 
habitants of Great Britain, and then you will ſee, 


of 


( 4 ) 
of correction may yet be laid vn with a | heavier 
mas 


17 thi higher circles, the firſt day of the week 
is, too frequently, ſet apart for extravagant eating 
and drinking, nay, even for gaming and diſſipation: 

and, by the moſt worthleſs of the loweſt claſs, it is 
| ſpent in ſcenes of debauchery and wen in⸗ 
toxication. | 


Tus men bf buſineſs, inſtead of dedicating that 
day to the examination and ſtudy of the holy ſcrip- 
tures, too frequently ſpend it in examining the 
ſtate of their ledgers. The man of ſound principles 
muſt ſee this profanation, muſt bewail it, and, at 
the ſame time, acknowledge, that, for the negle& © 
and profanation of the ordinances of the High 
God, this nation deſerves the preſent chaſtiſement 
which it receives. | 
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3. A third cauſe of chaſtiſing the nations is, the 
glaring violation of the laws of morality ; and, 
particularly 'the violation of the effential laws of 
juſtice and mercy. The diſregard of theſe eſſen- 
tial principles was the chief cauſe of the deſtruc- 
tion of the old world. The whole earth,” it 
is ſaid, „was filled with violence.” This alſo 
brought down the judgments of God upon Iſrael. 
Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Iſrael; 

for 
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great and populous nation, there are many among 


7 8 


&« for the Lord hath a controverſy with the inhabi. 


ce tants of the land; becauſe there is no truth, nor 
* mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land; by 
& ſwearing, and lying, and ſtealing, and killing, and 
« committing adultery, they break out, and blood 
ce toucheth blood: therefore ſhall the land mourn; 


4 andevery one that dwelleth therein ſhall languiſh,” 


Now, to ſay that the preſent Rulers of the French 
nation have violated, in a glaring manner, all the 
laws of juſtice and of mercy, would be to expreſs, 
in a very feeble manner, the atrocity of their con- 
duct. Since the beginning of the world, never 
were ſuch ſcenes exhibited as have been of late in 
Paris. I will not even except the horrid cruelties 


which were perpetrated by the Jews at the final 


deſtruction of their devoted city. To deſcribe par- 
ticularly the horrid cruelties which have been com- 
mitted in Paris, by a band of Ruffians, muſt ſhock - 
any perſon poſſeſſed of the ſmalleſt ſpark of huma- 


nity. 

THE Lord's voice, moſt aſſuredly, now cries in 
judgment againſt that wretched city. Wo, wo 
to the bloody city,“ ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 


Now, my countrymen, are we guilty or not 
guilty?—Tt muſt be confeſſed, that, as we are a 


us, 


n 
us, who diſregard the laws of juſtice and huma- 
nity: But, as a nation, we are not glaringly guilty. 
Perhaps there is not a nation in the world, where 
the laws of juſtice and mercy. are more revered 


than in the iſland of Great Britain. There is not 


a nation in the world, where a more liberal pro- 
viſion is made for the poor and the diſtreſſed of 
every deſcription. Long may generoſity and mercy 
characterize the inhabitants of Great Britain. This 
national virtue may yet cover a mnkitude of ſins. 
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for the rod of correction. „% 20 
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Ir is 2 ftrange, though a well known fact, that 
the proſperity, rather than the adverſity of a nation, 
produces diſcontented, ſeditious, and rebellious 


perſons. It was when © Jeſhurun waxed fat that 
| © he rebelled againſt the Lord that he deſpiſed 


the God who made him, and lightly eſteemed 


e the rock of his ſalvation.” Never was this truth 
more fully verified than in the preſent times. 


FIRST, with reſpect to the French. The wiſeſt and 


moſt honourable of the French nation clearly per- 


ceived that the old conſtitution of the country muſt 


be new-modelled: They had, at that time, a Monarch 


upon the throne, who met their reaſonable wiſhes 
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mote than half way. At the frſt revolutiqn in 


France, every good man, every perſon, who loved 
liberty, rejoiced; and, moſt cordially, congratulated 
2 great nation riſing from a Apel, 00 A e ny 


* 777 


Bur it would appear, there can be no real li- 
berty without the ſhedding of blood. Liberty is 
a precious pearl; a. high price muſt be paid for 
it, in order to teach the poſſeſſor its real value; 
The French, however, acquired this jewel without 
money and without price. They did not know 
its worth, and, accordingly, in a fit of licentiouſneſs, 
in a ſtate of intoxication, threw it away. The per- 
ſons, who firſt effectuated the great change, were 
baniſhed or murdered, and their places were filled 
with the refuſe of the nation. It would, indeed, 
be a painful taſk, and ſhocking to humanity, to 
relate the proceedings of theſe Monſters, who now 
conſtitute what is called the National Convention 
of France; I ſhall only obſerve, that they have, in 


a moſt glaring manner, contemned the goodneſs 
of Divine providence. For this they ſuffer the rod 


of correction. As ſoon as they have filled up the 
meaſure of their iniquity, they will be completely 
humbled; and, I hope, that, as a nation, they will 
ſoon be conſtrained to acknowledge, that the Moſt 
High reigneth. That this period may ſoon arnve, 


muſt be the earneſt prayer of every £909 man. 
Bur 


3 0 

Bor have not we alſo deſpiſed the goodneſs of 
Divine providence? ' We, moſt aſſuredly, have. 
Every perſon muſt acknowledge, that never, ſince 
the beginning of the world, was there a nation 
more flouriſhing, than this nation was a very ſhort 
time ago. And yet, at this period, aroſe a band 
of ſeditious, difcontented, diſappointed or deſperate 
| perſons, who deſpiſed the unparalelled bleſſings, 
which the Giver of all good had conferred upon 
this country. They are now well known: though, 
had it not been for their deſperate purpoſes, they 


muſt have lived and died in obſcurity. The moſt. 
of them are deſperate or diſappointed: Perhaps 3 


few of them may be deluded by deſigning men. * 


 Trzsz perſons, and there deſtructive principles, 


have been the chief cauſe of the preſent war: Be- 
cauſe we have deſpiſed the bleſſings of the Great 
God, we now experience the rod; and, if that 
_ ſpirit of ſedition is not ſuppreſſed, we have reaſon to 
dread more ſevere correction. 


You may obſerve then, that in a particular man- 
ner the Lord's voice crieth, in judgment, to the 


G French 


* To the Leaders of this Convention of Murmurers, 1 8 
are their ſole object. They care not whether their followers be 
poſſeſſed of ſenſe or principle. All perſons are welcome to them, 
who can make a noiſe; from Town. Drummers to Strathaven 
Calves. | 
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French nation, on account of infidelity - profanity 


the notorious violation of the great laws of juſtice 
and mercy—and laſtly, on account of their deſpiſing 
the bleſſings of Divine providence, which they might 
have peaceably enjoyed. You muſt alſo obſerve, 
my countrymen, that we, as a nation, muſt plead 
guilty: that we alſo have, in part, ſuffered cor- 
rection, and have great reaſon to dread, that the 
rod may yet be applied to us with greater ſeverity. 
I come now to conſider what improvement we ſhould 


make of the preſent chaſtiſement, which we receive 


from the Parent of the univerſe. © Let us hear the 
* rod, and who hath appointed it.“ 


Wx muſt conſider the. preſent ſtate of affairs 
in n as an awful warning both to Governors 


and to the Governed. 


FigsT, Ir is an awful warning to the Governors 


of the people. Liberty hath lifted up her voice a- 


mong the nations of Europe. The human ſoul is 
always in uniſon with her heavenly tone. Though 
ſhe now indeed hath produced moſt harſh diſcord in 
the kingdom of France, by ſtriking too high a key, 
it will ſoon be brought lower. We hope to ſee the 
glorious day, when Britons and Frenchmen will 


join in finging a hymn to Liberty: when the ſilly 


ca ira ſhall be exchanged for the ſublime ſtrains of | 


n to the Giver of all good, 


N 
I fay Liberty hath lifted up her voice. Let 
Deſpots tremble :—Let Oppreſſors quake. Men 
now begin to know their rights, and they will 
not, henceforth, ſuffer them to be invaded with 


impunity. 


Lr the Governors of the nations of Europe 
liſten to the rational propoſals of their ſubjects; 
but, at the ſame time, vigorouſſy ſuppreſs, in its 
commencement, every ſpirit of Sedition. Let them 
cheriſh the lovely bloſſom of Liberty; but check, 
in the bud, every ſprout of Licentiouſneſs. | 


THERE is, at this moment, in this country, a 


loud cry for Reform. * From whom does it pro- | 


ceed? chiefly from the moſt ignorant of ſociety, 
who know nothing about the real ſtate of the na- 
tion. Or, if a few perſons of rank and ability have 
joined, and even raiſed the cry, it is from intereſted 

motives, to ſerve a particular party, or to indulge 
A their 


* Wirn regard to the Refbrmation of Boroughs, I would 


obſerve, they are paſt redemption. If more voters for Members 


of Parliament are thought neceſſary, let them be taken from the 


ſober and induſtrious part of the country. It would, in theſe 
times, be the worſt policy in the world, to add to the idle- 


neſs and diſſipation of towns. As little of the Republican | 


ſpirit of Government, as poſſible, ſhould exiſt in towns. For 
my part, I would rather live in a city under martial law, than in 
one governed by Republican princi iples. 
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their own ſpleen. It is not the cry of Liberty; but 
the groans of ee N Ambition. 


2. TIE en ſtate of Eawope ſhould n 
awful warning to thoſe who are Governed. 


LIBERTv, I ſaid, hath liſted up her voice. But 
beware of following that Siren's ſong, which, in 
France, allures to certain deſtruQtion, 1, 

In France, you hear the horrid yell of Licen- 
tiouſneſs, not the dignified tone of Liberty. There, 


the voice of Reaſon is drowned by the ſhrieks of 


Frenzy. The language of the French Convention 


is the ravings of bedlam, or rather the diſcord of 


hell. So doubtful is the origin of theſe Monſters, 


ſo diabolical are their words and deeds, that one is 


apt to think they are actually Delegates ſent from 


the infernal regions, to throw the world into confu- 


ſion. When we hear their blaſphemous and inhu- 


man decrees, what can we think, but that they are 


an Aſſembly of damned ſpirits. Their Convention 
wants nothing of hell but the lake of fire and brim- 
ſtone. I am inclined to think, that it even exceeds 
the malice and depravity of the Prince of devils, 
to ſuggeſt purpoſes more horrid than thoſe of the 
French Convention. 


BuT God forbid that Pur abbot, of French i 


Licentiouſneſs 
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Licentiouſneſs ſhould ever make us ſpeak to the 


prejudice of Liberty. God forbid, that the ſubjects 
of any nation ſhould be withheld from the right of 
applying to their Governors for a redreſs of griev- 
ances. In this country we have that glorious pri- 


vilege: and it may be truly ſaid, that the people, 


in this country, are the Governors: for, whenever 
a decided majority of the nation, in a conſtitutional 
manner, addreſs the throne, the petition cannot be 
refuſed. 

We ſhould not .the 3 of 8 warn the 
people of all nations, to be exceedingly cautious 
in all their attempts at innovation. A great Re- 


form is certainly needed in many nations of Europe: 


and, in proceſs of time it will be accompliſhed. 
This is not the time, however, to try experiments. 
In any ſtruggle, which the Governed may have 


with their Governors, let them look at the awful 
ſituation of France, and ai that proſpetls be _ 5 


moderation. 2 


THE cauſe of Liberty, as ſome may imagine, 
will not be hurt by the preſent confuſions of France. 
The Governor of the univerſe, by the preſent con- 
vulſions of Europe, has, we ſhould believe, ſome 


glorious purpoſe to ſerve. * All ſhall work toge- 


© ther for the good of them who love him.” 


Judgment,“ he days, /* is his ſtrange work.“ 
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It is, however, at certain periods of ſociety, abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. We truſt, that the Almighty 
Spirit, which, in the beginning of the world, 
moved upon the face of the waters, and called the 
jarring elements into harmony, will ſoon bring 
order out of this political confuſion. 


HI. To hear the rod, and who hath appointed 


it,“ ſhould make us ſeriouſly conſider, that there 


is no effectual method of removing the rod, but by 


removing the cauſe of our correction. 


Al Low me then to addreſs you, who are in high 


life. I will not ſay you are profeſſed Atheiſts; 
although the behaviour of too many of you plainly 
declares you are practically ſo. Are you not guilty 
of neglecting the ſacred inſtitutions of our holy 
religion? Do you regularly attend, upon the firſt 


day of the week, to join the worſhippers of the 
Moſt High, in finging to his praiſe, calling upon 


his name by prayer, and reverently enquiring inta 


his revealed will? You dare not ſay you do. Nay, 


do you not often profane that ſacred day, by diſſi- 


pation? Guilty, or not guilty? What fay your 
conſciences? Or, if you do not chuſe to aſk the 
queſtion at conſcience, declare the truth upon your 


honour. You muſt declare, that you are notoriouſly 
guilty. You, therefore, by your practice, approve 
of the abandoned principles of the French Atheiſts. 

. Do 


. 
. 
Z . 5 ry 2M 


„ 

Do not hold out to us a comparative righteouſ- 

neſs, like the proud Phariſee in the goſpel. You 
| may fay, © You thank God, you are not like the 
| Members of the French Convention—You do not 
| - © endeavour to eſtabliſh Atheiſm by law—You do 
| © not wiſh to aboliſh the inſtitutions of Divine wor- 
F © ſhip—You are not like the bloody Roberſpierres 

[\ © of the time.” But though you may not be the 
b moſt abandoned of mankind; are you, on that ac- 
'F count, genuine worſhippers of the Great God? 
Nay, by your neglect, and glaring profanation of 
the ordinances of Divine religion, you ſhow that 
your heart is for French principles. You may per- 
haps wiſh, that your dependants were regulated by 
principles of religion; but, for your part, you with 
to be excuſed, 
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Your example has corrupted too many of the 
lower orders of ſociety. As perſons of high rank 
you ſhould be honoured. Give honour,” ſay 
the ee of inſpiration, to whom honour is 
c pux.” But remember, your rank and your 

wealth cannot, in theſe times, command reſpec, 
. your character de on 
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Maxx of your anceſtors, whoſe rank and fortune 
you now enjoy, indeed graced their high ſtation. 
Many of your anceſtors ſhed their blood for religion 
and a good conſcience: but, if you do not imitate 

| 5 their 
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their virtues, you deferve not their honors. , 
Virtue is the only nobility; It is your conduct, 
which muſt produce reſpect, not a title, or ſymbol 
of ane. 
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Cad the lower orders admire you for your lis. 
bitual difregard'of the ordinances of religion? Will 
they bow the knee before you, becauſe you may be 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed for extravagance and diſſipa- 
tion? No. Your anceſtors revered religion; com- 
forted the mourner; fed the hungry; elothed the 
naked; broke the bands of oppreſſion, and ſet the 
poor Priſoner free. Go ye and do folikewiſe.” — 
"You will then be admired, and imitated—You will 
then, indeed, reform this nation; and then the rod 
of correction will be laid alide.” M 

O then, for ſome noble pirite bravely to burſt 

the bands of fooliſh faſhion, to break down her 
idols, and deſert her corrupted temples. Deeply 
impreſſed with their dependence upon the Giver of 
all good, may they, regardleſs of faſhion's ſneer, 
offer up to heaven the evening and morning facri- 
fices of grateful praiſe. © And let the hymns "of 
Divine gratitude echo through their gilded domes. 
In theſe exerciſes you will find a pleaſure, which 
1 this world can neither give nor take away. Fou 
will ſoon be imitated—You will be confidered as 


the reſtorers of pure and exalted religious worſhip. 
N Ko . 


. ) 
| You will be; admired , while alive; and; at death, 
welcomed, by the harmony of * to the abodes 
of. everlaſting Papmnels:. wn 
: Ras of you now ſhow a ſenſe of religion; and, 
th juſt indignation, exclaim againſt the blaſphe- 
mies of France. Show then your faith, by your 
c works.” Show, by your regular attendance 
upon Divine worſhip, that your declarations, in fa- 
_ your of religion, were not merely words of courſe, 
or to Ne a Oe: nen, 


yo 


Tagen are, at this moment, ſows ofa your ir high e 
rank, who indeed grace their ſtation; and ſhow © 
the ſoundneſs of their faith by their practice. For 
1 their ſakes, perhaps, the ruin of your order, may, 

f for ſome time, be poſtponed : But be it known, 
if you perſevere, if you do not reform, your ruin 

is at no great diſtance: Whereas, if you ſeriouſly 
return to the worſhip of the Great God, you will 
fave yourſelves and our glorious Conſtitution. | 


? Ger r ö a 
Tux order of the day is your reform. The word 
in a political ſenſe has been proſtituted by deſigning 

men. But when applied to you, it is uſed in its 
primitive innocence before its fall. The preſent 
ſtate of the nation calls for your reform. The 
Great God is calling for your reform. 
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Tnouen you ſhould care, at preſent, hut little 
about a future ſtate; yet, if you would preſerve 
your titles, your eſtates,” and our glorious Conſti- 


tution, you mult give us immediately your reform. 
Give this reform as the greateſt puniſhment you 


can poſſibly inflict upon your ſeditivus enemies. 
You may, perhaps, think thefe are bold aſſertions. 
They are, however, moſt ſacted truths, and though 


they ſhould be deemed a libel, they muſt, at a 


* like the preſent, be told: 


| You may tell us, tals that our religious 
ſervice, in this country; is diſguſting to perſons of 


_ your refined taſte; that our muſic is diſcord; and, 
that our poetical verſions, however FOR the 


original ideas may be, yet, by the moſt puerile 


verſification, are rendered, almoſt, inſufferable: 
that ſometimes, even our addreſſes to the Supreme 
Being are incorrect and incoherent—And that too 
frequently our ſermons are devoid of literature, and 
ſome times border upon abſurdity.— Theſe are the 
excuſes, which, I know, ſome of you make for 
your . attendance upon religious worſhip. 


To your firſt objection, I muſt obſerve, that 
while you aſſemble, in crowds, to kill your time, 
by the vicious ſallies of a Hcentious muſe, and to 
fate your ears with the delicate, indeed, but un- 
meaning and perhaps vitiating airs of Italy; it is 

| To 
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not to be un at, if you turn with diſguſt 
from the uncouth rhymes, and ſimple notes, which 
expreſſed the pious feelings of your fathers. Were 


you, however, to give countenance to public wor- 


{hip, numbers more regular, and notes more varied, 


would loo be ee 


"tow F to your. at FL e e I will 
frankly; acknowledge, that the Clergy mult alfo 
come in for their ſhare of the general degeneracy 
of the times, You may, perhaps, have been ſome- 


times juſtly: offended with the indecency of ſome 
addreſſes to the Great God. Perhaps you may 


have heard, ſometimes, in the form of a prayer, a 
rhapſody of unmeaning and incoherent expreſſions. 


Perhaps, you may have ſometimes heard diſcourſes 


from the pulpit, which you might think bordered 


upon abſurdity. Perhaps the inexplicable parts of 


theology are {till too much inſiſted upon: ſtill, per- 
haps, a fanciful, interpretation of the ſacred {crip- 
tures 1s £00; general. 1 ſhall, acknowledge that our 
order alſo needs 2 reform... But your objections 


had never leſs face chan at the preſent period. 


I muſt, 0 however, obſerve, that were you OE 


in your attendance upon Divine worſhip, it would 


have a great influence. upon the exertions of the 
Clergy. And, when you do attend, were your ſole 


matius to receive religious inſtruction, 4, to join 
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( iF,) 
with your fellow-worſhippers in thankſgiving, and 
in humble ſupplication to the Giver of all e 


you would diſcover fewer faults. 


Tirxsz ſentiments are not the effuſions of fana- 
ticiſm; they favour not the hypocritical gloom of 
bigotry. They wiſh to ſave you from the frivolity 
of © faſhion, and the deſtructive effects of giddy 
diſſipation. They reſpect your PIX tranquillity, 
and future happineſs, 


Ir then you wiſh for peace of mind in this, and 


happineſs in the world which is to come, pay due 5 
5 reſpon to the ordinances of religion, 


16a, in the next place, addreſs myſelf to the 
Seditious Murmurers of the time, whoſe real pur- 
poſes, however they may endeavour to conceal 
them, manifeſtly tend to throw this country into 
confaſio on. But, It 18 needleſs to ſpend time in ad- 
dreſſing the tools of a party, who have eyes but 
ſee not, ears but hear not, and hearts which neither 
| feel! nor underſtand the force of truth. 


To you, a are the Leaders of this party of - 
Seditious Murmurers, I may obſerve, that it is now 
well known, that all your cry is, to get into power 
yourſelves. And it is now evident you would ra- 
ther ſee this nation ruined; ant ke its affairs di- 
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rected by any but yourſelves. Unleſz, nen 


there be a general reformation of manners in this 


nation, it will ſignify very little what perſons are 
at the head PRE os. = an ne 
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OwING to the very „ ihe turn of political 41 


. 
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ſentiments in "this nation, never were Miniſters 8 
placed in à more delicate ſituation. The preſent Mi: 


niſter is certainly a man of very ſuperior' abilities, 


who, though young, has bravely ſtood the conteſt 


with veterans, and come off victorious. He cannot 
be aceuſed of diſnpation 1 hope he is f alſo regu . 
lated” by principles of religion. 
expect by a change of Adminiſtration? Is there 2 
perſon, who really loves his country, who would 
wiſh to ſee as the Rulers of the affairs of this nation, 


gamblers and bankrupts? Is there a perſon, Who 


admires the preſent Conſtitution, who would vin 
to ſee that'h#ty in power, w 


What can we. 


Y 


4 + 
144 


which has ſhown. ſuch 3 
predilection to French principles? Who would wiſh. 


to ſee that perſon the Miniſter of a great and rich 8 


emen "Tom panda: and extravagance, 5 


is 


* 17 is only in Obe ckeln 1 EU the + of the 532 
preſent Adminiſttation, and that is, for giving the command of 2 

2 great navy to a man, who bas not the confidence of the nation. 8 
To a man who might, perhaps, do very well to give his .. 
| j«ſty” 8 ſhips an airing, before dinner, in time of peace, but Who 


ſeems totally unfit for the bigh exertions neceſſary in time of 
war. 5 


> 


"4 5 ) 
s now oblige to | Bve an dhe derne 15 the e wel 


4 Lt Y '& F 7 
>: 1 4 - = III . 9 * * 41 1 8 1 i 


4 = : * 
4 "Oe . * + 4 7 - < 1 
i# 7 # $4 „ 4 "+ 1 2 9 


Hap he food 8 to his ia fp x =P had 1 


as in former times, continued to adore our glorious 


<F*: Conſtitution, and, with Demoſthenian thunder, ap- 


palled the daring innovatoꝛ - poor as I am, I would 
have contributed my mite to —_— mn; him thy 
bonourable ner Harn f yinerts9 'of bis 
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bee Cbriſtians, ) you wuſt not imagine 
you can avoid the preſent correction by any other 


means, than by a reformation of manners. You 


may think, that were we to give up the preſent war, 
all would be well. Vain thoughts! Do you not be- 
lieve, that, as a nation, you deſerve correction? 
4 Hear then the rod, and who hath appointed it.“ 
Penitence alone can make our heavenly Father with- 
draw his chaſtening hand. As long as we remain 


impenitent, though we ſheuld lay afide the fword I 


yet God may not lay down the rod. 


Ir was at fun a war of neceſſity—it is ſtill 5 
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What would you think of that W who, = 
| when attacked by an armed madman, ſhould. throw 4 
away his ſword, and truſt to the mercy of a maniac. 
- Suppoſe Britain to be this individual, and France 
this armed madman, and then, I ſhall allow any 
_ perſon of common ſenſe to make the inference. 
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Tus e among ourſelves, . may. indeed 
wiſh we would diſband our troops, and lay up our 


navy, that their abandoned friends may have. an 


opportunity of joining them, to pillage this coun- 


try, and ſubvert our Conſtitution, our Liberty and 
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ITE concluſion of the whole matter is, that, 
Infidelity, Profanity, the glaring violations of the 
laws of Morality, and diſcontentment with the 
bleſſings of Divine Providence, have been, in all 
ages, the certain cauſes of national ruin. Except 
< then, we repent, we ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” 


"a 
JC 
ws br 21 . 8 hg 
FFT 88 N 
5 3 7 


mY 


as £ 2 nl 9 — 5 
F by n 


4 
IEEE N 
ee e 


5 5 


: n nn 1 2 e ee ve 
n 1 W 


0 A DS LEG ACT F * SA vs 8 Th „ Io LE SLE R 1 8 
EILEEN NN 0 IE S 7 


9 5 


4 LOS 2 8 8 3 - 7 * N Tae 
7 ⁵ , CIT I 
70 mY r . Fern . . 

any - . NS 4 N n 0 
1 ,, r I LF A 
1 De r 


Wl 5 BENS TRA 
1 * 4 ITS 1 
7 8 1 2 TIS 

F 


N 8 FFT 
. 


r 
oy 


RE Pt To „ ICIOEE + 
V be 

r 
E „ POLE 


Ur E 


"Ha 
men 


4 


* $-1 
3 


a 


. 
185 


Ft 


8 


ry 


- 


4 
* 


FR 
FE 
2 


5 
1 
TORS 
eh 


Ny 


N 
1 


259 
ö 


A 


3 oo 
as STE 


3 
. 


1 


i 
KEE 


=, 
1 
e 
5 


* 
2 


2 
CE 


* 


1 


SK 


2 


0 


Ts 


* 
om 


SY 
2 


* 
PA 


[+ 


ISO 
» T2001 


25 
Da 
Tx 


ag 


1 


